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Jesus stopped and ordered the man
to be brought to him. [ LUKE 18:40 |

WHEN JESUS STOPS

# or days, the sickly cat cried, huddled in a box near my work-
@ place. Abandoned on the street, the feline went unnoticed

# by many who passed it by—until Jun came along. The street
sweeper carried the animal home, where he lived with two dogs,
which were former strays.

“I care for them because they’re the creatures no one notices,”
Jun said. “I see myself in them. No one notices a street sweeper,
after all.”

As Jesus walked toward Jericho on His way to Jerusalem, a blind
man sat begging by the roadside. He felt unnoticed too. And on this
day especially—when a crowd was passing through and all eyes were
focused on Christ—no one stopped to help the beggar.

 No one except Jesus. In the midst of the clamoring crowd, He
heard the forgotten man’s cry. “What do you want me to do for
you?” Christ asked, and He received the heartfelt reply, “Lord, | want
to see.” Then Jesus said, “Receive your snght your faith has healed
you” (LUKE 18:41-42).

Do we feel unnoticed at times? Are our cries drowned out by
people who seem to matter more than us? Our Savior notices those
the world doesn’t care to notice. Call to Him for help! While others
may pass us by, He'll stop for us. KAREN HUANG

How would knowing that Jesus sees you change how you
view yourself and your life? Who are those around you
who might need to be noticed, and how can you "stop"

to encourage them with the Savior’s love?

Dear Jesus, thank You for hearing me when | call to You.
Like the blind man who received his sight, help me to
follow and praise You all my life.

BIBLE IN A YEAR |.NUMBERS 17-19; MARK 6:30-56

Blessed are those who...walk in the light of your
presence, LORD. [ PSALM 89:15 |

SHADOW AND GOD’S LIGHT

hen Elaine was diagnosed with advanced cancer, she and
\l/ her husband, Chuck, knew it wouldn’t be long until she’d be

Y ¥ with Jesus. Both of them treasured the promise of Psalm 23
that God would be with them as they journeyed through the deep-
est and most difficult valley of their fifty-four years together. They
took hope in the fact that Elaine was ready to meet Jesus, having
placed her faith in Him decades before.

At his wife's memorial service, Chuck shared that he was still trav-
eling “through the valley of the shadow of death” (PSALM 23:4 NKJV).
His wife’s life in heaven had already begun. But the “shadow of
death” was still with him and with others who'd greatly loved Elaine.

As we travel through the valley of shadows, where can we find
our source of light? The apostle John declares that “God is light; in
him there is no darkness at all” (1JOHN 1:5). And in John 8:12, Jesus
proclaimed: “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will
never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”

As believers in Jesus, we “walk in the light of [His] presence”
(PSALM 89:15). Our God has promised to be with us and to be our
source of light even when we travel through the darkest of shadows.
CINDY HESS KASPER

What valley have you been walking through?
Which of God’s promises provide light for your journey?

Loving God, thank You for Your bromise to never leave me. | trust You
to be my strength, my provision, and my joy throughout my life.

For further study, read The Promises of God
at DiscoverySeries.org/Q0105.

BIBLE IN A YEAR | EZEKIEL 47-48;1JOHN 3
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The LoRD your God will be with you
wherever you go. [ JOSHUA 1:9 |

GOD’S COMFORTING COMMITMENT

Years ago, our family visited Four Corners, the only place in

the United States where four states meet at one location.

My husband stood in the section marked Arizona. Our old-
est son, A.J.,, hopped into Utah. Our youngest son, Xavier, held
my hand as we stepped into Colorado. When | scooted into New
Mexico, Xavier said, “Mom, | can’t believe you left me in Colorado!”
We were together and apart as our laughter was heard in four
different states. Now that our grown sons have left home, | have
a deeper appreciation of God’s promise to be near all His people
" wherever they go.

After Moses died, God called Joshua into leadership and guaran-
teed His presence as He expanded the Israelite’s territory (JOSHUA 1:1-4).
God said, “As | was with Moses, so | will be with you; | will never leave
you nor forsake you” (v. 5). Knowing that Joshua would struggle with
doubt and fear as the new leader of His people, God built a foundation
of hope on these words: “Have | not commanded you? Be strong and
courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the LORD
. your God will be with you wherever you go” (v. 9).

No matter where God leads us or our loved ones, even through
difficult times, His most comforting commitment assures us that
He’s always present. XOCHITL DIXON

How has God recently comforted you with His constant presence?
How does His commitment to be present help when you’re
far from loved ones?

Ever-present God, thank You for comforting me with the promise of
Your constant presence.

BIBLE IN AYEAR | DANIEL 1-2;1JOHN 4

| lie down and sleep; | wake again,
because the LORD sustains me. [ PSALM 3:5 |

SWEET SLEEP

B ad memories and accusing messages flooded Sal’s mind. Sleep

eluded him as fear filled his heart and sweat covered his skin.

It was the night before his baptism, and he couldn’t stop the
onslaught of dark thoughts. Sal had received salvation in Jesus
and knew that his sins had been forgiven, but the spiritual battle
continued. It’s then that his wife took his hand and prayed for him.
Moments later, peace replaced the fear in Sal’s heart. He got up and
wrote the words he would share prior to being baptized—something
he hadn’t been able to do. After that, he experienced sweet sleep.

King David also knew what a restless night felt like. Fleeing from
his son Absalom who wanted to steal his throne (2 SAMUEL 15-17), he
knew that “tens of thousands [assailed him] on every side” (PSALM 3:6).
David moaned, “How many are my foes!” (v. 1). Though fear and
doubt could have won out, he called out to God, his “shield” (v. 3).
Later, he found that he could “lie down and sleep. . . because the
LORD sustains [him}” (v.5).

When fears and struggles grip our mind and rest is replaced by
restlessness, hope is found as we pray to God. While we might not
experience immediate sweet sleep as Sal and David did, “in peace
[we can] lie down and... dwell in safety” (4:8). For God is with us
and He'll be our rest. " TOM FELTEN

What things are weighing on your heart and mind?
What will it mean for you to truly surrender them
to God through prayer?

Dear God, thank You for providing hope and peace
as | lift my prayers to You.

BIBLE IN A YEAR | NUMBERS 15-16; MARK 6:1-29
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