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[fellow inmate]

[Katie's ex-husband]
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@ ROMANS 3:21-26 FRIDAY | DECEMBER 15

Rich and poor have this in common:
The LORD is the Maker of them all.

[ PROVERBS 22:2 | g
EQUAL BEFORE GOD. /1 fiisizqy itchoon,

#hile on vacation, my wife and | enjoyed some early morn-
ng bike rides. One route took us through a neighbor-
¥ hood of multi-million-dollar homes. We saw. a. variety
of people—residents walking their dogs, fellow bike riders, and
numerous workers building new homes or tending well-kept
landscapes. It was a mixture of people from all walks of life, and
| was reminded of a valuable reality. There was no true distinc-
tion among us. Rich or poor. Wealthy or working-class. Known or
unknown. All of us on that street that morning were: the same.
“Rich and poor have this in common: The LORD is the: Maker of
them all” (PROVERBS 22:2). Regardless of differences, we were all
made in God’s image (GENESIS 1:27).

But there’s more. Being equal before God also means that no
matter our economic, social, or ethnic situation, we’re: all born
with a sin condition: “all have sinned and fall short of the glory
of God” (ROMANS 3:23). We're all disobedient and equally guilty
before Him, and we need Jesus.

We often divide people into groups for a variety of reasons. But,
in reality, we're all part of the human race. And though we’re all in

the same situation—sinners in need of a Savior—we can be “justified -

freely” (made right with God) by His grace (v. 24). DAVE BRANON

How does it help you to love others better by recognizing we’re all
equal before God? How has Jesus met your deepest need?

Dear God, thank You for sending Jesus to earth to live a perfect life
and to willingly give His life as a sacrifice for my sins.

BIBLEIN AYEAR | AMOS 1-3; REVELATION 6
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@ PSALM 131 THURSDAY | DECEMBER 14

| have calmed and quieted myself, ...
| am content. [ PSALM 131:2 |

APPETITE FOR DISTRACTION

z set my phone down, weary of the constant bombardment of
images, ideas, and notifications that the little screen broad-
casted. Then, | picked it up and turned it on again. Why?
In his book The Shallows, Nicholas Carr describes how the internet
has shaped our relationship with stillness: “What the Net seems
to be doing is chipping away my capacity for concentration and
contemplation. Whether I'm online or not, my mind now expects
to take in information the way the Net distributes it: in a swiftly
moving stream of particles. Once | was a scuba diver in the sea of
words. Now | zip along the surface like a guy on a Jet Ski.”

Living life on a mental jet ski doesn’t sound healthy. But how do
we begin to slow down, to dive deeply into still spiritual waters?

In Psalm 131, David writes, “I have calmed and quieted myself”
(V. 2). David’s words remind me that | have responsibility. Changing
habits starts with my choice to be still—even if | must make that choice
over and over again. Slowly, though, we experience God’s satisfying
goodness. Like a little child, we rest in contentment, remembering
that He alone offers hope (V. 3)—soul-satisfaction that no smartphone
app can touch and no social media site can deliver.  Apam R HoOLZ

How does technology influence your ability to rest quietly
before God? Does your phone contribute to your contentment?
Why or why not?

Father, the world is awash in distraction that doesn’t satisfy my soul.
Help me trust You to fill me with genuine contentment.

BIBLEINAYEAR | JOEL 1-3; REVELATION5
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